MEMO re AUTOPSY PIX & X-RAYS and HOWARD WILLENS jti^. BURKLEY 
by Howard Roffman, 6/30/77 * \ ‘ 

Reading ovor some oldmaterials , I've come across an interesting 
link between Howard Willena and disinformation re the pix & X-rayB. 
Burkley is also involved* 

It all involves that very intriguing footnote in Manchester's 
book, page 156-7 hardback, 178 paper. Manchester tries to debunk 
Epstein' 6 INQUEST without mentioning it by name, re the back wound. 

He claims that the "issue is resolved 1 ' by the photos and X-rays 
and nextiaiu says he discussed them with 3 men who saw them who 
were strangers to each other, i.e., not the autopsy docs. (Who, then?) 
He represents them as saying the photos show the wound in the neck, 
not the back. This is supported, he adds, by the autopsy docs 
"including the President's personal physician," i.e., Burkley. 

So, as Manchester tells it, Burkley told him that the wound was in 
the neck. Surely this is at odds with what Burkley wrote in the 
death certificate. 

With this footnote in mind, consider the letter quoted in full 
in John Corry's THEMAH CHESTER AFFAIR, published in 1967 by Putnam's. 

On July 17, 1966 Manchester wrote to RFK. Among other matters, he 
'noted that "Epstein's Inquest, a really poisonous job, needn't 
trouble us any mox> longer. With the heip of Dr. Burkley and 
Howard Willens I think I've knocked out what, at first reading, 

* appears to be one strong point in Epstein's version." (This is from 
p. 72 of Corry's book.) 

Willens waa still working for the criminal division of the Justice 
Dept. In his book, Manchester lists an interview with Willens dated 
July 8, 1966, 9 days before his letter to RFK. In light of what 
Manchester wrote in his book, what "help" could Willens have given 
except something connected with the pix and X-rays? And why would 
Manchester go to Willens, in the government, for help at this point 
when officially the photos and X-rays were supposed to be in RFK's 
constructive possession? Richard Goodwin says that Manchester was 
denied permission to see the stuff himself, presumably by RFK. 
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On Willens, there is an interesting quote from Epstien in 
Lewis & Schiller's THE SCAVENGERS... It supposedly comes from 
their interview with EJE: "When I was interviewing the lawyers, 
they all said they didn't see these (the pix & X-rays), because 
Bobby Kennedy had refused to show them. But one of the lawyers, 

Howard Willens, checked his files and found Senator Kennedy 
never refused. It was Warren who didn't want to see them," 

(p. 117-18, paperback) It could be significant that Willens here 
was willing to support RFK when the other lawyers tried to shift the 
blame to him. But then, of course, it waB Willens who helped 
engineer the framing of RFK by the Warren Commission— see Chapter 
27 of Post Mortem. 

I have already written DJ for any possible Willens documents. 

He will be a hot one to question in a possible lawsuit, as will 
Burkley. 
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